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Reduced Words and Linked Expressions

These are some grammar words. You can see both their full forms (the way they sound when they’re
said slowly and carefully) and their reduced forms (the way they sound in normal, connected speech).

Prepositions

at [t/
for [for/
from /fram/
of [av/
to [tuw/
Articles

a /ey/
an /en/
the /0s/
Pronouns

you fyuw/
he /hiy/
him /him/
her /har/
them /dem/
your /yuwr/
his /hiz/
our [Jawr/
your /yor/
their /deyr/

Conjunctions
and [/eend/
or [or/

because /biykaz/

/at/
[far/
[fram/
/3/
/av/
/ta/

/a/

[an/
/83/
/8iy/

lys/
liy/
/im/
[ar/
[am/
lyar/
hz/
/ar/
lyar/
/der/

/en/, In/
[or/
/kaz/

They’re at work.

This is for you.

He’s far from home.

| drank a cup of tea. (mostly before consonant sounds)

| drank a cup of apple juice. (mostly before vowel sounds)
They went to school.

| made a mistake. (used before consonant sounds)
Do you want an apple? (used before vowel sounds)
The moon is shining. (the most common pronunciation)

The earth is round. (often used before vowel sounds)

What do you want?
Is he here yet?

| gave him a present.
| gave her a present.
We talked to them.
What’s in your bag?
That’s his book.

This is our house.
What’s your name?

It’s their turn.

It goes up and down.
Did he say yes or no?
Why? 'Cause | say so.



Helping verbs

am
are

is
have
has
had
do
does
did
wil
would
can

could

Common Linked Expressions

going to
want to
have to

has to
could have
should have
would have
must have
might have
kind of
sort of

a lot of

lots of

/@m/
/ar/
hz/
/haev/
/heez/
/heed/
/duw/
/daz/
/did/
Jwill/
/wod/
/ken/
/kod/

/gowintuw/
/wantuw/
/haevtuw/
/haztuw/
/kodhaev/
/fodhaev/
/wudhaev/
/masthaev/
/maythaev/
/kayndav/
/sortav/
/alatav/
/latsav/

/am/, /[m/
far/, [t/
/az/, /2/, [s/
/av/, Iv/
/az/, /2/, [s/
/ad/, /d/
/da/

/daz/, [2/, [s/

/ad/, /d/
/3l/, N/
/ad/, /d/
/kan/, /kn/
/kad/

/gana/
/wana/
/heefta/
/haesta/
/koda/
/Joda/
/woda/
/masta/
/mayta/
/kaynda/
/sorta/
/alata/
/latsa/

I’m reading a book.

We're waiting for you.
He’s studying.

I've finished my work.

He’s studied.

I’d been waiting for ten minutes.
What do you want?

Bob’s doing his homework.
Why'd you do that?

We'll talk to him.

They’d like to have lunch.
We can help you.

What could you do?

We're going to play soccer.

| want to read that book.

| have to do my homework.

He has to go to work.

We could have finished earlier.

You should have studied harder.

If I’'d thought of it, | would have studied earlier.
That must have been difficult.

They might have known what to do.
I’m kind of busy right now.

It’s sort of hot today.

This will take a lot of time.

We need lots of help.



